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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text35: Yes, Harvard has set a very ambitious Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goal and has required each of the Schools and units to identify energy conservation projects through energy audits and to develop plans to implement these projects as appropriate. In addition to the many millions of dollars invested out of operating and capital budgets, the University has loaned out nearly $15 million from the Green Campus Loan Fund to help support implementation of efficiency projects across all building systems, which is saving more than $4.6 million in utilities and 13,500 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent annually.
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	Text45: A 560 sq ft organic campus garden is breaking ground on 4.24.10 and will be maintained by Harvard students. It is a collaborative effort supervised by the Center for Health & Global Environment, Office for Sustainability, HUHDS, Landscape Services, Univ. Planning & the Faculty of Arts & Sciences.
	Text46: Yes, a concentration in Environmental Science and Public Policy (ESPP) at the College.In addition, Harvard's Graduate Schools offer multiple programs and concentrations in environmental studies and related fields - a list is available on the Center for the Environment website in the "Related Programs" section:  http://www.environment.harvard.edu/related-programs
	Text47: Yes. There are 84 energy-related courses offered at Harvard this year - listed here (Center for the Environment Course Guide - "Energy" category): http://environment.harvard.edu/student-resources/course-guide/courses/search/results/taxonomy%3A10
	Text48: Yes - http://www.environment.harvard.edu/student-resources/course-guide
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	Text54: Purchasing at Harvard is decentralized and Harvard does not have a University-wide sustainable purchasing policy, although the Strategic Procurement Group and Office for Sustainability are currently working on a plan to be completed at the end of this fiscal year. Sustainability language is included in all procurement vendor partnerships and many Schools and departments do have sustainability policies for specific products and services (for example, the Business School has a policy to purchase only recycled copy paper).
	Text55: 64
	Text56: Many of the Print Vendors on Harvard’s “preferred vendor list” are FSC certified – and the OFS has put together a checklist as part of our Green Office Program to help users compare options available from different vendors: http://www.green.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/oe/VendorListFinal.pdf?
	Text57: All personal computers and laptops available for purchase through Harvard preferred vendor contractsthrough University Information Systems are ENERGY STAR and EPEAT rated. Harvard Schools & units are not required to purchase from these contracts, but most take advantage of the discounted pricing.
	Text58: We do have a number of programs to minimize packaging waste with some of our preferred vendors.  We were the pilot group for the OfficeMax reusable tote program (to replace cardboard boxes).  Our movers offer reusable crates.  Our furniture vendors can ship direct from the warehouse and use moving blankets instead of cardboard for shipping.  One of our coffee vendors works with Terracycle to reuse the coffee packaging. 
	Text59: University Information Systems does have standard power management settings published for the 3,500 computers that the UIS DLS group supports.  http://www.uis.harvard.edu/support_services/standards9.09.pdf.Additionally, the contract with IKON (Harvard preferred vendor for copiers) specifies that all copiers are delivered with EnergyStar features enabled.
	Text60: Yes - The University Shuttle Service operates fixed route bus service during the academic year (except University-recognized holidays and semester breaks) providing safe, convenient, and reliable transportation throughout the Cambridge and Allston campuses.  Harvard Shuttles are open to all members of the Harvard Community, including faculty, staff and students.   Harvard's entire system is accessible for riders of all abilities.All shuttles run on B20 [20% biodiesel, 80% ULSD] as do 65 other university service vehicles.  The Transit Visualization System™ (ShuttleTracker) continuously displays the location of all shuttles and animates their motion against a map of recognizable University buildings.
	Text61: In 2009, Harvard University worked with the City of Boston to install new bike lanes on N. Harvard Street in Allston and is working collaboratively with MassDOT, the City of Cambridge, the City of Boston and other stakeholders to incorporate bicycle facilities into the design of the Anderson Bridge.The Harvard Departmental Bike Program offers any School or Department at Harvard the option to purchase a bicycle(s) (with subsidy) for departmental use as transit in and around campus vs. using a car or taxi. Inaugurated the Francis Avenue solar powered covered bike shelter which accommodates 74 bikes & 2 scooters. Harvard was awarded the 2009 Boston Bike Friendly Business Award.
	Text62: Harvard offers benefits-eligible employees a 50% subsidy for all monthly MBTA Passes (buses, subways, commuter rail lines & boats).  The University also offers pre-tax savings on purchases of private transit passes up to the new IRS pre-tax limit of $230, payroll deducted on a pre-tax basis. As of April 2010, the MBTA pass program accommodates approximately 6,600 employees.  Two or more full-time Harvard employees who carpool are eligible for on-campus parking at a reduced rate. Harvard University also expanded our preferred parking program for low-emitting and fuel-efficient vehicles in many of our garages and large surface lots, due to the success of the pilot program undertaken by Parking Services, the Business School and the Office for Sustainability (OFS). 
	Text63: 3
	Text64: Harvard Parking Services encourages students to leave their cars at home by encouraging use of GoLoco, an online rideshare program, and Zipcar.  Harvard was one of the first universities in the country to offer discounted Zipcar membership and each of the 10 on-campus cars is a hybrid.
	Text65: 14
	Text66: 
	Text67: 55
	Text68: Harvard's recycling rate has continued to increase each year.
	Text69: Yes, there are recycling receptacles next to trash receptacles throughout most of the campus and we continue to expand the number of composting receptacles present in office buildings and cafes. We have also expanded recycling and composting at major events such as reunions and commencement.
	Text70: Yes, and this year we hired an Athletics-specific student rep to work on recycling at football games and Harvard earned 3rd place in the EPA Game Day Challenge (1st place in per capita). This season,  volunteers at games handed out recycling bags during tail-gate and the captain of the football team made a video about recycling that was shown on the big screen at the game - http://www.green.harvard.edu/node/502.  
	Text71: Yes, 11 out of 13 dining halls offer pre- and post-consumer composting; 3 out of 11 retail locations compost post-consumer food scraps. Two of the Graduate Schools (Divinity School and School of Public Health) have instituted School-wide composting with bins in all office buildings. 
	Text72: A numeric goal has not been set to date but Harvard is committed to increasing our recycling rate and decreasing total waste per capita on campus and has undertaken many activities to reduce waste on campus. Harvard's particular focus has been on expanding on-campus composting in recent years as well as reducing waste at large events.  A recent University-wide sustainability event for 15,000 people where food and beverages were served was zero waste.
	Text73: Yes, each spring Harvard Recycling sets up donation stations outside the residential buildings and collects unwanted furniture, kitchen supplies, non-perishable food, clothing, etc. The items are donated to the Harvard Habitat for Humanity chapter and are sold to incoming students at an annual “Stuff Sale” each fall. During Fall 2008, over $80,000 was raised for Habitat at the Stuff Sale. Several residential buildings now have year-round donation boxes for like items as well. Harvard Recycling also runs a Surplus Center year-round for used University furniture; the furniture is free to the local community. In FY2009, we distributed over 400 tons of items. In 2009, Harvard started a reuselist for staff (http://green.harvard.edu/reuselist) to encourage reuse of supplies on campus.
	Text74: The Harvard Sustainability Principles were introduced in 2004 and are intended to “...guide Harvard’s practices toward sustainability through the management of building design, construction, renovation, procurement, landscape, energy, water, waste, emissions, transportation, human health, and productivity.” http://www.green.harvard.edu/commitments/principlesComprehensive physical or master planning on Harvard’s Cambridge campus is undertaken at a district level, recognizing the unique physical and functional attributes of distinct areas of the campus. Two of the major master planning efforts for the Allston Campus and Holmes District both included specific environmental goals in line with (or beyond) University-wide sustainability goals.
	Text75: Yes, Harvard's Office for Sustainability (with a staff of 20 FTE) is charged with overseeing the university's sustainability goals. In addition, the University has at least 13 other FTE in the Schools/units whose primary duties are focused on sustainability, recycling, or energy conservation. We have a GHG Reduction Goal Executive Committee comprised of senior Faculty & Administrators overseeing efforts.
	Text76: Harvard has an official goal of reducing its GHG emissions to 30% below 2006 levels by 2016, inclusive of growth.  Each of 12 Schools and 3 major units have completed draft GHG Reduction plans.  Each plan is based on a template created by the OFS and includes detailed energy conservation measure analysis (from building energy audits), financial analysis using life cycle costing, and communications and engagement plans.  The OFS is currently working with the capital planning and budget offices to assess these plans and aggregate them into a University-wide GHG reduction plan mapping our path towards the 30% reduction goal and beyond.
	Text77: Yes, we have tracked GHG emissions for a number of years and have completed a very comprehensive inventory of Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions for the entire University following the Climate Registry "Operational Control" protocol. We are planning to have a third party verification audit for our greenhouse gas inventory process within the next 12 to 18 months.
	Text78: Through FY09, we have seen a 7% reduction in the total GHG emissions from our FY06 baseline, including growth.  We have seen a 14% reduction in GHG emissions from our FY06 baseline buildings (excluding growth).
	Text79: Yes. Harvard University's Annual report is available on the University's website. Information regarding Harvard Management Company (HMC) is available at www.hmc.harvard.edu.
	Text80: The Advisory Committee on Shareholder Responsibility (ACSR) handles proxy voting on social and environmental issues.  The ACSR includes 4 alumni, 4 faculty members and 4 students and reports to the Corporation Committee on Shareholder Responsibility, a subcommittee of the Harvard Corporation (President and Fellows of Harvard College).
	Text81: Harvard has investments in renewable energy companies and projects but currently not in renewable energy funds. Harvard explores investments in many areas, which may include renewable energy funds or similar investment vehicles.  Harvard allocates a portion of the endowment to private equity and natural resource investments that seed companies and/or ventures that may take environmental and sustainability factors into consideration.
	Text82: Yes - a few examples include:- Several students created environmental curriculum and taught this in the local (Cambridge) schools- Students developed two online tools in a Computer Science course for Harvard - the reuse list for staff (http://green.harvard.edu/reuselist) and the CrimsonList - a similar concept for students- Students instituted an on-campus bike sharing program called VeriFast Cycles- The Harvard Garden launching in April, 2010 is a student-initiated project (listed in the Food section)- The OFS is training a small group of students to do weatherization projects on campus, in partnership with a local group's grassroots program (Home Energy Efficiency Team: http://www.heetma.com/)- Students, partnering w/ OFS and the cities of Boston & Cambridge, participated in WWF's Earth Hour
	Text83: Harvard students from the Graduate School of Design were part of "Team Boston" at the Solar Decathlon: http://www.solardecathlon.gov/2009/team_boston.cfm There are probably other examples, but we do not have this information at this time.
	Text84: Harvard is an urban campus but does have two large land preserves that are not on our main campus: 1) Harvard Forest - 3000 acres of research forest in central MA2) Arnold Arboretum - the oldest public arboretum in N. America, located in SW BostonIn addition, as discussed above, we are launching a small, student-run organic garden right in the heart of Harvard Square.  The Harvard Garden (NEW - breaking ground 4.24.10) will be a 560 sq ft garden on campus property.  The garden will produce food for student consumption, sale, and donation to a food bank.  It will also be used as a "living laboratory" research and teaching tool.
	Text85: Harvard does not have a single indoor air quality policy but approximately 90% the campus uses Green Seal Certified cleaning products and clean using Green Cleaning programs, and the individual Schools  have their own Green Cleaning policies.
	Text86: Yes - examples include:1. Freshman Seminar 21w. Research at the Harvard Forest: Global Change Ecology-Forests, Ecosystem Function, the Future (held at the Harvard Forest)2. First Year Outdoor Program (FOP): pre-orientation backpacking program run by students (http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~fop/)3. The Outing Club: club for hiking, backpacking, skiing, etc. open to staff, faculty and students with equipment and a hut in the White Mountains available for a small fee (http://www.hcs.harvard.edu/~oc/)
	Text87: 1. Enacted University-wide GHG Reduction Goal Implementation Planning Process and completed draft School-specific GHG Reduction plans: Over 200 staff, students and faculty served on 5 Working Groups that met several times a month for a year to develop a clear roadmap for achieving Harvard's Goal. (http://www.green.harvard.edu/commitments/greenhouse-gas)2. Adoption of a University-wide Temperature Policy: http://www.green.harvard.edu/commitments3. Installation of 500 kW solar array, one of largest in NE, & two 10kW wind turbines on Harvard property4. Harvard became the largest institutional purchaser of wind power in New England (http://www.green.harvard.edu/node/537)5. Expansion of Harvard’s Green Building Standards (LEED Gold plus energy and other requirements)
	Text88: 1. Green Campus Loan Fund: The University operates a $12 million revolving loan fund which provides loans internally for projects that reduce Harvard’s environmental impact and operating costs. Loans are paid back through the savings from the project based on the project payback period. (http://www.green.harvard.edu/loan-fund)2. Organic Landscaping Program currently implemented across 25 acres of University landscape (including the highly visible and heavily used Harvard Yard), with plans to expand.3. Renewable Energy Projects at Harvard:  A variety of large- and small-scale renewable energy projects have been installed at Harvard (http://www.green.harvard.edu/renewable-energy)4. The Harvard Green Building Resource is an online information sharing tool with profiles and LEED checklists from each of the 23 LEED certified projects (http://www.green.harvard.edu/theresource/)5. Working with Students  -  OFS convened a formal GHG Reduction Goal Student Advisory Group that meets monthly and has been tasked with developing a plan for steps students can take to reduce GHG emissions on campus. - OFS is announcing a Student Grants Program in late March 2010 to provide seed funding for student-led projects that will reduce environmental impacts on campus.  - For the first time, OFS has hired 5 Student Interns to work in the office on specific projects (this is in addition to the 30+ students who work as eco-reps in their dorms).6. OFS started the first annual Harvard Green Carpet Awards Program (to be held April 23rd, 2010), a University-wide reward and recognition program for students, staff, and faculty who contribute to the GHG Reduction Goal and other sustainability goals. (http://www.green.harvard.edu/greencarpet)7. OFS launched a re-vamped website, http://green.harvard.edu, in April 2009.8. OFS launched its in-house Green Office Certification Program in the winter of 2009. To date there are 39 offices certified representing over 400 individuals participating. (http://www.green.harvard.edu/green-office)9. Green Teams: There are 19 Green Teams at Harvard representing over 300 participants. (http://www.green.harvard.edu/green-teams)10. Green Living Programs: The College, Business School, and Law School each have eco-rep programs where 30+ students are hired to work on environmental projects and outreach in their dorms - students run campaigns, competitions, education & outreach, etc.11. Harvard Sustainability Pledge: Since 2007 over 16,000 members of the Harvard community have taken the Harvard Sustainability Pledge. (http://green.harvard.edu/pledge/)12. Harvard Facilities Maintenance Operations and Office for Sustainability staff have partnered to offer in-house commissioning services for improved building energy performance.13. Harvard launched EnergyWitness, an online tool to track and report building energy usage.


